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Abstract 
This paper aims to analyze the psychological tactics used by communist leaders in an effort to win the heart of Moslems to 
support the movement of Soviet Communism in the Middle East since World War I until after World War II. Discussions in this 
article, are more focused on the psychology of Lenin and Stalin who used various approaches through politics, religion and 
media. This study allows scholars to see the effectiveness of the role of psychological elements that were used by leaders to 
ensure continuity of the political survival of nations and their country. Data obtained in this study are based on the analysis of 
documents such as Lenin's speeches, religious pamphlets and print media which are available in the Public Record Office, Kew, 
London. The study found that political psychology and media used by the Soviet leader were accepted by the Moslem political 
groups in the Middle East who were anti-imperialism, however any attempts  to highlight the similarities between Islam and 
Communism were rejected by the Moslem who practises Islam as a way of life.  
© 2010 Elsevier Ltd. 
1. Introduction
Wisdom in using psychological elements by any national leaders is essential in order to have great influence and 
support towards their policies and the survival of these leaders. This was proven in the history when there were two 
great powers that were hostile to each other because of their ideologies and ideas which have implemented 
psychology and won the support of the community. Conflicts between the United States-Russia which tried to be the 
world hegemonic power were crystal clear after World War I, in which Lenin actively publicized the struggle of the 
Soviet Communist and this was continued by Stalin after World War II. Competition became more apparent after 
World War II, which consequently  created two blocks in which the Eastern bloc was dominated by Russia and the 
Western bloc was dominated by the United States and Britain. Stalin had championed a socialist economy based on 
communist ideology, which was introduced by Marx. It was different from the western block that fought for the 
capitalist type economy. Russia considered the Western bloc as an imperialist power that will bring down the system 
and the independence of the countries within influence of the United States and Britain. As such, this has created 
competition between the two blocks in which Russia is not only leading the Eastern bloc which aimed to implement 
or influence the Christian nations, but also with the role of psychology in order to attract Moslem communities in 
the Arab countries to support and lead the Moslem hostility towards Britain and America. The forms of psychology 
that have been used by the Soviet communist leaders to capture the hearts of Moslems were political psychology, 
religion and the media. These elements have been detected in the print media, letters, pamphlets and speeches of 
communist leaders such as Lenin and Stalin to their allies in the Middle East.  
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Political Psychology  
Lenin in his speech in November 1919, has used political psychology to persuade Moslems to support his 
communist ideology. For example, Lenin had raised the issue of Palestine in order to enhance the anger of the 
Moslems towards Britain and America. Lenin condemned Britain and the United States who helped to form a 
government of Israel in Palestine. Lenin’s psychological action appears to successfully absorb the Moslem political 
thought, particularly in the Middle East to condemn the U.S. government. The Moslem community in the Middle 
East had also labelled America and its allies as a new imperialist power. In addition to that, Lenin in his speech 
convinced the Moslem community that they can escape the grip of the imperialist United States if they cooperate 
with the Soviets. Other than that, Lenin also used the weakness of Europe such as Germany as a comparison with 
the strong Soviet power who can protect countries that accept  any friendship with the Soviets. Furthermore, in order 
to influence the Moslem community, Lenin explained how the Soviet high stands and the prestige of the Soviet 
Union in the eyes of the world were able to fail the imperialist powers F1F. Earlier in April 1917, at Petrograd Finland, 
Lenin has impressed the public by saying that he knew what he was doing, including using a very interesting slogan 
to claim that Soviet Union is powerfulF2F. Besides, Lenin also used the psychology of the Moslem community in the 
East to warn them that the imperialist powers can lead to civil war in their country if they are not careful. This was 
because the average community in the East had just started a new life in their country; therefore any wrong steps 
would cause them to become the victims of the imperialist. During his speech, he also claimed that the imperialist 
were not successful and in fact was facing a danger of collapse. He illustrated an example of German imperialist 
who was destroyed because of a severe turbulence that hit Germany which eventually led to civil war in Germany. 
Lenin also explicated the example of the Versailles Treaty when he claimed that it was not a great success to the 
western world but on the contrary had brought destruction to the imperialist.  He claimed that the evidence came 
from the economic chaos which has engulfed Europe. Even the entity has failed to destroy the Soviet Union, it, on 
the other hand, had shown the high prestige of the Soviet in the eyes of the world. Lenin tried to influence the 
Islamic groups so they do not support the borguis. He also claimed that the borguis are liars who tried to support the 
workers. Lenin made a campaign to destroy the Great Russian nationalism by provoking a replacement by the Great 
Russian communist. This is because Lenin knew that it will become a barrier to consolidate the people.
Psychology of religion  
Lenin did not like the national spirit of nationalism. He further claimed that the spirit of nationalism had taken the 
Jews to their land until they have gotten the dream of slaughtering the Arabs in Palestine. This showed the evils of 
nationalism and imperialism. "We will prove that the spirit of nationalism and national language became a barrier 
to growth." F3FAccording to Lenin, Moslem forces were formed and trained in the Soviet Union, and they were very 
loyal to the Soviet Union and willing to die as a hero while defending Soviet Union. This is because Moslems have 
common cause with Soviets. Even when the Soviet was ruled by the white people, they have demonstrated their 
loyalty to Soviet Union and caused discomfort to the white people. Lenin gave high spirit to the Moslems in Russia 
to continue to stand against the imperialist. Lenin guaranteed that he will not interfere with the religion of Islam 
practiced by the Moslems as the Orthodox Church made the attempt to influence the nations of the Russian 
Orthodox in terms of what religion to follow. Lenin pointed out that in Korea and Japan people no longer strongly 
support the borguis because Japanese people are educated and they are following the way of Soviet Communism. 
Similarly, in Korea, workers are waking up for a revolt and following the communist way. 
1 CAB 21/177 Bolshevik Aims In The West and In The East:  Foreign Office,  Russia 22 November 1919. 
2 James R.Ozinga Communism The Story of the Idea and Its Implementation. Oakland University Press, New Jersey. 1991. Pg 99 
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     In addition, during the Stalin’s era, the Soviet Union has supported to distribute pamphlets titled "Islam and 
Egypt Socialism: Life Story and History of the Great Friend of the Prophet: Enemy of the Rich and Big Mujahid ",F4F
which tells the biography of the Prophet's Companions named Abou Al-Ghafari which was taken from the classical 
Arab history books and in this book it was stated that Islam is a true life and they should share the wealth and avoid 
empowering wealthF5F. Brochures were distributed to show that Islam is not contrary to the teachings of Communism. 
This was one of the ways used by the communists in Russia to attract the supports from Moslems by using the 
religious psychology. Writings from the brochures stated that taking the rich and distributing them to the poor is 
considered as a communist in Islam. Thus, Russia used this idea to demonstrate that Islam in fact accepts 
Communism. These brochures were intended to subordinate groups that were illiterate. Fact sheets were affordable 
by all levels of society as they were sold at the price of as low as 5 mills compared to the original price of 20 mills. 
Nonetheless, Russia’s psychology was not completely successful in some Moslem countries like Egypt, where 
scholars from Al Azhar University of Sheik Al Mamun-Shinawi had issued a fatwa that Moslems cannot cooperate 
with the communists and that the communist teaching or ideology is contrary to IslamF6F. Furthermore Bernard (1954) 
in his writing denied that Islam is in a direct line with the struggle of Marxism. In fact, not only Islam but other 
religions in the world do not come close to communism. Basically, this refusal is clear because the communist 
groups oppress the rich people and block the freedom of anybody’s property in the communityF7F. On the other hand, 
Islam, for example, encourages his followers to accumulate property. The hands above is much better than the hand 
belowF8F. If translated it means: The person who is providing any financial help is better than those who is taking it. 
According to Gellner (1991), Islam is a pure religion which is free from any magic elements and individualistic in 
which Islam people are free to choose their economy, on the other hand Communism controlled the economyF9F.
Islam for the Moslem community is the world of thoughts, values and customs which they had always lived and 
which had been effectively sacralized by the religion, even if originally each elements had come from outside and 
had imposed itself on Islam.F10F Therefore, Communism has gained no great degree of influence over the Moslem 
populations. This is due partly to the natural antipathy between Islam and CommunismF11F.
Psychology Through The Media
In order to attract people to follow the teachings of Communism, the Soviet used media as a mean to communicate 
the mission and vision of the communist struggle. Among the psychological tactics used by Stalin was to persuade 
the society through the speeches delivered by his radio and television. In November 1941, the Soviet government 
issued a statement to the people of Europe through the radio that their main purpose was to help people from the 
oppression of Hitler, and give them full freedom in the manner they wanted in their own wayF12F.
However, the communist media did not have the freedom to critic the Jews’ control over the economy and politics in 
Russia. This is because most of the major media in Russia is dominated by JewsF13F. Bolshevik groups often play the 
anti-Jews sentiment in their speeches in order to attract the people to follow the teachings of Marxism. However, the 
Soviet life, death and imprisonment were in the hand of this Jew. This is because the Jews often implement high 
interest loans. As a result, this psychology managed to win the hearts of people to support Communism because they 
are often persecuted by the Jews.  
Conclusion
It is clear that the psychological tactics used by leaders are evidently important in winning the hearts of the 
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community and to enhance the political influence of a leader. In this case, the tactics used by Russian communists in 
winning the hearts of the Moslem community, especially in the Middle East through political psychology, religion 
and the media clearly have the effects of its own. Based on the analysis of this political psychology which was used 
by Soviet communists since after World War I, it could be observed that it has a positive effect on the Moslem 
community in the Middle East because the Moslem community sees America as an imperialist and an enemy of the 
Arab community. Similarly, the Russian psychologist who denounced Jews as a loan shark through media sparked a 
movement of anti- Jews in Russia and in the Middle East especially during the Israeli-Palestinian dispute that 
occurred in the Middle East at that time, after World War I and II. However, the psychology of religion which was 
brought by the Russian failed to win the hearts of Moslems, and eventually became one of the reasons for Moslems 
to reject the teachings of Communism. Communism rejected the concept of the divine religions. This article has 
opened the debate for analysis of how far the Moslems has accepted and followed the communist ideology as a way 
of life.  
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